Paul’s Christmas Blog
So we approach the end of another year! I entered 2011 full of hope and the year did not disappoint, although as always seems to be the case there were some very stressful and difficult periods along the way.

Having come out into calmer waters the experiences were actually character building and I hope make me an even better advisor and businessman.

The firm ends the year very much on the up with a bevy of great clients and a lot to look forward to in 2012. I am also proud to be a regular writer for British SME magazine and host the “Ask the Experts” page.

The year saw the birth of Aspen Waite in Business after years of networking to get to that point. I have always tried to offer a one stop shop service and I definitely think that working with high calibre non accountants is the way forward.
It has been a great year for friends and deepening relationships. Regularly visiting Sandy Park to watch the Exeter Chief’s with Tim and Ali has not only been inspiring but has taught me a lot about life’s priorities. I have also been fortunate to watch Bristol several times and I very much hope they can get back into the top flight next year. Big thanks to Portrayal not only for the Bristol Rugby but for some very interesting assignments towards the end of the year.

I have cycled well over 6000 miles this year but following the complete overhaul of Chilton Sports Centre I have ended the year combining the gym with my trusty bike.

I am proud to know some very fine people and feel blessed to work with some outstanding innovators. The current stand out client is Wowee One and I feel I have greatly proved my worth to Magnus this year.

It was a tremendous honour for Wowee to win Worlds best mobile product at the recent Verizon awards in Hollywood. I can’t wait to see how the market responds to the new Wowee micro projector and tablet.

Krysteline ends the year with a range of truly exciting applications and I am confident that next year will see a real breakthrough.

The real new kid on the block at the end of the year is Engenie, a company formed by the irrepressible Jeremy Littman. Engenie aims to become Europe’s leading network provider of electrical charging points for cars. With the backing of a major international operation pending contracts with a well known roadside restaurant to provide charging points, the company has got off to a great start. Engenie is another outsourced client and this seems to be a real growth area.

We are living at a time of great change, living history. Europe is in turmoil and Sarkozhy has proved to be an opportunist, reverting to drumming up hatred for the Anglo Saxons who apparently caused all the mess in the first place. I approve of David Cameron’s behaviour and support the general economic policy.
Predictions for next year;

(a) Falling inflation getting close to the 2% target by the year end.

(b) Interest rates staying at 0.5% - small chance of 0.25% reduction.

(c) Further quantative easing.

(d) More strikes and an increasingly divided country.

(e) The break-up of the Eurozone.

(f) The demise of at least 2 European banks. Potential for an even bigger financial loss scenario than seen with Iceland.

(g) Breakthrough year for AWS

I end the year in good spirits having survived the first Christmas party at Cams Hall, Fareham with the Somerset party coming up on Friday 23rd. The partnership ends the year as tight and optimistic as we ever have been. I am really looking forward to working with Joy, Abdul and Andy C in 2012 and would like to thank Tina, Linda and my great operational team at Bridgwater.
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