June Blog
A month dominated by a much needed holiday in our favoured resort of Skala in Kefalonia. As always the weather was perfect and the company in the Villa Costa if anything better than ever.

The economy in Greece is totally shot away with their credit rating just 2 points above default. They desperately need to raise interest rates and devalue their currency but are locked into the Eurozone. There is no way out so a further huge hand out is on the way!

Across the globe the recovery remains fragile with real fears of a double dip in property prices. April’s positive retail spending was lost in May with inflationary pressure lingering. I remain optimistic that the base rate will be left alone (as it needs to be)!
I often say to people that I am on the “wheel of fortune” and rarely as this feeling been as great as in the last 4 weeks or so. With a bit of luck things are panning out very well but I have been involved in a lot of unnecessary strife in Wowee land just when things are really picking up. Nail biting times!
I am also sweating on moving a couple of clients to HSBC at the moment. In one case this is very much needed and is a reflection of bank nervousness in the banking sector.

Hopefully, the month has seen the addition of a new innovative product in the Aspen Waite stable. This is Sealwise currently a division of Woodwise. Sealwise have invested a patented product made out of recycled plastic which is water proof, fire retardant, incredibly strong and capable of being 97% bacterial free. It has obvious opportunities in medical/dentistry storage but there are many other markets. Sealwise deserves to become a large and well known company. At the current time I am unclear as to the scope of my/the firms role.
We have had our constitutional launch meeting for our newly formed network at our new head office in Swindon (applies to the network and AWB consultancy only). Alex’s house in Chiseldon makes for a beautiful setting and her enthusiasm is infectious.

I am particularly excited about the consultancy side and teaming up with Abdul and Kevin we have already submitted our first proposal. I believe it will be the first of many.

Through Kevin we have linked up with the SME business magazine and he and I are meeting the editors in London on 4th July. I am going to be a judge in their business awards late in the year; something I am particularly looking forward too. More on this next month!

I am very proud that my son Calum is starting up his own business. His company is called Ultimate Personal Training Ltd although he will trade as Ultimate Training. He will not fail through lack of help. If anybody reading this wants a personal trainer please let me know.
Returning to Kefalonia I am finishing my blog sitting next to Steve and Angela who live in one of my favourite places, Wickham Square. I am convinced that Steve is really a member of the secret service and Angela is not a woman to be trifled with!

Kefalonia is of course the home of Captain Corelli’s Mandolin based on real WW2 events involving the Nazi’s brutally killing a huge number of their former Italian allies.

Italy and Greece are my 2 favourite countries and I love everything about the Mediterranean.

Back to reality soon…
