Pauls Blog February 5th 2010

I commented to a few colleagues last week that at the grand old age of 49 I had finally become a proper accountant! Everyone seems to think that all accountants have manic Januarys because of the self-assessment income tax deadline but as I am principally a corporate accountant, this has never applied to me. However, there I was last week with several sets of accounts on my desk notably representatives of my ever growing band of farriers and a new client “Barking Mad”. On the whole, quite appropriate!
As a firm, we successfully reached our sales budget for the month and it was good to see Taunton and Southwick offices both exceed their targets comfortably. Our staff as usual worked with tremendous dedication and enthusiasm.

Corporate work activity remains buoyant. We are fortunate to have a large number of clients that are growing as well as others that are acquisitive. It was gratifying to welcome some valued clients back and for several clients to pass on some very nice comments. Perhaps the best was “all the staff at Aspen Waite are so friendly and helpful and for a senior partner you are amazingly approachable”. I think that sums up what Aspen Waite is all about.

In a similar vein Chris Coulter, my wife Lisa and I attended the Portsmouth Evening News Business Awards on Thursday 28th January at the Guildhall. The event was again compered by BBC South’s amazingly articulate and competent Sally Taylor.

There are 8 awards with 1st, 2nd and 3rd in each category. I had nominated Terry Higgins (TJ) as Personality of the Year and it was gratifying to see him collect 3rd prize. We will come back in the not too distant future and pick up 1st prize for TJ. Also, we are all determined to see the TJ Group pick up the award for Business of the Year.

Another Aspen Waite client, Jennie Brent was nominated in the Achiever of the Year category and was rewarded with 3rd place.
Jennie works tirelessly at the Beneficial Foundation as chief executive. The foundation is based very closely to Fratton Park and aims to help the disadvantaged in a variety ways. We are very proud to act for the Foundation and all going well I will personally be doing something pretty spectacular to raise money for them, of which more details in future blogs.

To have 2 clients winning awards out of 24 on offer really shows that we are a firm that punches well above its weight!
Lisa and I also enjoyed a splendid afternoon at the Memorial Ground last Sunday watching Bristol (Bris just like my nickname) play Plymouth Albion as guests of Peninsula Business Systems (PBS). PBS have now merged with Portrayal to create an £11m company that will trade as Portrayal and has become the largest independent photocopier sales company in the South West. We are very proud to act for this newly formed group.

Our Taunton office is now headed up by Carl Govier ably supported by the incomparable Kate Monk and I have high hopes for them.

Ann Williams has come back to Bridgwater to give me support and oversee the Bridgwater office in the way only she can.

My assistants Tim Champion has become a full member of the Institute of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA). The considerable variety and complexity of work I was able to offer him helped him considerably.

Our partnership is close to being restructured and our team now has higher morale and commitment. Several people have really stood up to be counted and apart from others mentioned, the firm could not operate without Linda Diment (the red headed minx), Ben Philips and Andrew Young.
My 50th birthday beckons (ouch!) although I am resolved to carry on regardless and pretend that I am 18.

Lisa and I are off to Prague at the end of the month, one of the few European cities we have yet to visit to celebrate, if that is the right word for such a landmark. My only consolation is that my chum Chris is now 60 (great 60s party at Denmead!).

Over and out.

